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On either side of this mean energetic condition the radial energy of every energetic pair vibrates as does a pendulum about its supports. But, in the case of the free energy-system, this support, instead of being fixed and definite, is floating in mid-space. It cannot be attached to or measured from any basis which has yet been devised. The most which can be done is to compare it with other mean energetic systems, each of which is equally homeless. As the sun serves as a central basis in reference to which the motion of the planets may be conveniently measured, so the mean energetic condintion serves as a central basis or zero-point from which, in either direction, the radial energy of the system may be conveniently measured. But both the sun and the mean energetic condition float indeterminately in space, without any possible reference to any absolute base or zero.
Indeed, the prime lesson sought to be imparted by this paper is that there is not anywhere in energetics, in any department where exact knowledge has yet penetrated, any reason for ever believing in the existence of an absolute zero for anything. So far as we now know, there is no absolute zero for either energy, velocity, space, force, volume, temperature or entropy; nor, so far as the writer is aware, for the similar factors of those other forms of energy with which he is less familiar, such as chemical, electrical, etc. All that we have ever perceived in any of them is a vibration on either side of some central mean value, which itself, in turn, cannot be regarded as fixed.
While this topic must receive further analysis, in later papers of the series, before it can be understood, it should be an attribute of energy familiar to every student, as its basic characteristic, that energetic potentialities consist as much in departures upon one side of the central mean as the other. For instance, in thinking of the energy embodied in mundane gravitation, such as water-power, it should be remembered that very low conditions of matter embody energy, as well as very high ones. When one wishes to purchase water-power it is usual to buy some basin which nature -keeps filled with water at an appreciable elevation above the sea-level—which latter is in this case the mean energetic level. But if the valley of the Salton Sea, in California, or the Caspian or Saharan basins, or any other similai depressions below the sea-level, which nature would keep emptied